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What we do: We build families for children in foster care, we help them shape 
their own futures and we share in the development of their communities. 

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome or NAS is a term for a combination of 
problems a baby experiences when withdrawing from exposure to narcotics. 
Substances which create a drug dependence and addiction in the mother, 
passes from the mother’s blood stream through the placenta to the fetus. 
The fetus becomes addicted and at birth the baby’s dependence on the 
substance continues. The symptoms of withdrawal happen quickly and once 
born, the baby can demonstrate difficulties with tremors, excessive crying, 
agitation, sleep problems, high-pitched crying, sneezing, diarrhea, fever, 
dehydration and other issues. The symptoms can last for approximately 6 
months, so early care that is safe and knowledgeable is critical. 
Some NAS infants continue to have a continuum of difficulties and 
challenges as they emerge into childhood.
 When I was a rookie social worker in the 1980’s, not that much was known 
about NAS. I remember the first case I had, connecting me to the world of 
NAS. My client was a young mother; a heroin addict and about to give birth. 
Despite the circumstances, I liked this young mom right from the start. 
First of all, I admired her ability and resilience that allowed her to survive 
the horrors of her own childhood. Second of all, she desperately wanted to 

Hear the cries
of addicted babies . . .

How YOU can help . . .

KIDS helping KIDS

Kaya, Vienna, Julianna and 
Isobel are girls that really know 
what it is like to help someone 
else. Isobel and Juliana each 

celebrated birthdays in the past six 
months but instead of receiving heaps 
of gifts for themselves, they decided 
to share with others. Julianna called 
the SOS office to find out the ages of 
the children in the Village and asked 
her friends to bring gifts that were age 
and gender appropriate. She proudly 
came to our office with gifts in hand, 
ready to share with the children in the 
Village. Isobel, after some research, 
generously decided to share her 
whopping $280 birthday money gifts 
with SOS BC and SOS Canada.
 Kaya and Vienna attend Moody 
Middle School in Port Moody. Their 
Grade Six class was working on a 
Global Citizen’s Project and was 
given the task of finding out about 
different non profits. They chose 
SOS Children’s Village BC and are 

continued on page 7

THANK YOU!Vienna and Kaya present cheque to Darlene Straarup
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helping over 80,000 children.
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On June 19th the families in 
the Village along with many 
special guests shared in a 
powerful demonstration 

of the First Nations’ Culture. Many of 
the children living in the Village are 
First Nations and connecting to their 
culture is an integral part of building 
resilience and bringing healing. When 
First Nations children are disconnected 
from their culture, they are disconnected 
from a primal sense of belonging.  
 Each of us felt honoured to take part 
in this very special occasion.
 To launch the event we had four 
First Nations Ceremonial Drummers 
who, by their drumming, humbly 
extended a blessing to all those in 
attendance. Elder Tom Oleman called 
on the Creator and the four winds 
to bless the land and all who live in 
our SOS Children’s Village. This was 
a tearful moment for some as he 
gracefully acknowledged the 
caregivers and children in their 
care, highlighting the reality 
that it takes a community to 
raise a child. Interestingly, as 
he spoke, an eagle circled many 
times overhead which is not 
uncommon to see during these 
types of ceremonial blessings.
 Elder Tom Oleman then invited 
all who wanted to participate in a 
ceremonial smudge to join with 
him in a large circle. Both adults 
and children readily came forward 
to receive a blessing and cleansing 
from all their worries and stresses.
 To wrap up the opening 
ceremonies, those who wanted to 
participate in sharing a peace pipe 
did so, as Elder Tom Oleman led 
us. Darlene Straarup, our Executive 
Director expressed her gratefulness 
to all for contributing to the overall 
success of the families in our Village 

Summer Solstice: 
A HUGE SUCCESS at the 
SOS Children’s Village!

and those we serve in the community.
 After the ceremonies, we shared in 
First Nations traditional food prepared 
for us by the chefs at the Kla-how-eya 
Culinary Kitchen.  It was truly a feast!
 During the Feast, a few Elders led 
us in traditional songs, delighting us 
with their words of wisdom, song and 
strumming on guitars. All the children 
gathered around their feet to either sit 
near or to dance before them.  Like any 
party, the kids were lined up all wanting 
a turn with the microphone.  It was a 
joyous occasion, where the children 
were able to enjoy the friendships they 

have developed and the community 
that they live in.
 Our First Annual Summer Solstice 
was a delightful time of gathering 
together as a larger community which 
touched the hearts and lives of those 
in attendance.  We look forward to the 
Autumn Harvest which will take place 
in October!

Paul Spelliscy, Variety - The Children’s Charity

OUr MiSSiOn: To improve the 
quality of life for BC children 
and youth in need

He gracefully acknowledged 
the caregivers and children 
in their care, highlighting 
the reality that it takes a 
community to raise a child. 
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For the past few years SOS 
has benefited from the Day 
of Caring Program. What 
is the Day of Caring? It is 
a unique opportunity for 
employees in a workplace 
to come together, develop 
team-building skills and 
make a difference in the 
community by taking part 
in one-day work projects at 
Lower Mainland not-for-
profit agencies. Well this 
year we hit the jackpot! 
By the time you read this, 
we will have had THREE 
organizations visit our Village. 
 The first group was a team from 
Sage Software. They came in ready to 

paint our new Cultural Centre. Within 
3 hours we had a bright, freshly painted 
centre for all the families of the Village 
to enjoy! What a difference hard work 

and a few buckets of paint 
can make. 
 The next group was 
from the City of Surrey 
Engineering Department. 
These men and women are 
experienced in drainage. We 
were very excited as we had 
a major drainage problem at 
the Village. What a perfect 
fit! This team worked on 
one of the hottest days of the 
summer and we can’t thank 
them enough…at the end of 
the day they saved us over 
$3,500.00 in labour costs 

and our yard is once again dry for the 
kids to play in.

Thanks to the United Way for supporting SOS through the Day of Caring Program
Right: Seline Kutan, Executive Director Envision Foundation Myrna Webster, Peter Podovinikoff

Top: Roberta Beiser, Edith Lando Foundation

continued on page 7
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PArADe Of TreeS
Thirty corporations will 
sponsor trees for $1,000 
and try to outdo the 

competition with dazzling 
decorations – it is a prime opportunity 
to brand a tree and incorporate 
company messaging, as well as enjoy 
the season. Tree decorating takes 
place Thursday, November 27th from 
12pm to 5pm and light refreshments 
are provided to get everyone into the 
Christmas spirit. It is a great team-
building activity, with opportunities to 
enjoy other activities up at Grouse as 
well – the skating rink, the hustle and 
bustle atmosphere, the outstanding 
view! Confirmed media sponsors for 

this event include: Global 
TV, Jack FM, the North 

Shore News and 24 
Hours.

PArADe Of TreeS GAlA
The Gala will again be held at 
the top of Grouse Mountain, 
launching the Parade of Trees 

o n Thursday November 27th from 
6pm to 10pm. It is a wonderful night of 
wine, food and music, with lighting of the 
trees and awards for the favourite trees. 
The highlight of the evening will be a 
silent auction with many amazing items 
to purchase for Christmas gifts including 
vacation packages, local hotel stays and 
great meals at your favourite restaurants. 
Bid in the silent auction on a trip for 4 
to Jasper donated by Via Rail (value of 
$1,948). Two complimentary tickets are 
included with the sponsorship of a tree 
and tickets can also be purchased for 
$100. Sonora Ranch Wine and hors 
d’oeuvres created by Grouse Mountain 
Executive Chef Dino Gazzola will be 
served. 

SKATe-A-THON
We are excited about this new event! 
The Skate-a-thon will take place 
on Saturday December 6th from 
12pm to 5pm at the top of Grouse 
Mountain. Collect a minimum of 
$100 (adults) or $50 (children) in tax 
receiptable donations and head 
up to Grouse Mountain to 
drop off your pledges and 
go skating! The cost of 
going up Grouse and the 
skate rental are included. 
Awards will be given out 
to the best fundraisers in 
the individual and group (5 
people) categories. This event 
can be a great corporate team-building 
exercise or a fun family day at the Peak 
of Christmas.

Parade of Trees
at Grouse Mountain

15th  Annual

Now in its fifteenth year, the SOS Parade of Trees at Grouse 
Mountain is a winter tradition that pays dividends all year 
‘round—supporting the work of SOS BC while ensuring a wonderful 
time for all involved. Please join us for the many fun seasonal events 
and help support our foster kids and families in this season of giving!
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Children’s Village BC
SOS

DID YOU KNOW that when  
you donate listed stocks  
and securities to a charity  
you pay NO TAX on your  
Capital Gains?
Call the Director of Philanthropy 
for more information about 
FREE Legacy Planning 
Workshops in your area 
604 582 2990

604.582.2990   www.sosbc.org

INVEST IN 
TOMORROW’S 
CHILDREN

ScAveNGer HUNT
Individuals and corporate teams are invited to 

participate or announce a challenge. Teams with 
a maximum of 5 people or individuals can participate 
11am to 7pm Thursdays, fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
December 1st to 23rd. Prizes for top winners in two 
categories: individual and team. 
 The grand prize in the individual category is a trip for 2 
anywhere that Westjet flies in canada (value $2,260). 

WIN A GreAT TrIP
The second annual Trip lottery will be taking 
place from September 15th to December 
22nd. Buy your tickets before the early bird 

draw: Thursday November 27th, 2008 with the 
final draw taking place Monday December 22nd, 2008 at 
2pm. There are only 1000 tickets for sale at $20 each 
or 3 for $50. Buy your tickets now for a great escape. 
The grand prize is 2 economy class tickets 

valid for travel to any Air 
canada destination in North 

America (including Hawaii, 
Mexico and the caribbean) 
worth $5,600. The other grand 

prize is a Holland America line cruise for two 
of up to 7 days to Alaska, the caribbean, Mexico or 
canada/New england worth $3,300. There are also 
other great prizes including a trip for 2 on Helijet to 
victoria and Kayaking Adventures with ecomarine 
Ocean Kayak centre.

A Better Cup 
for a Better World

To order, Call 604.582.2990
or visit www.sosbc.org to download an order form

$5 from every ib. sold 
goes to supporting  

SOS Children’s Village BC

vOlUNTeerS NeeDeD: 
SOS Ambassadors at the Parade of Trees
As an SOS Ambassador, you will be the face of our 
organization for visitors to Grouse Mountain: this is an 
opportunity for you to use and expand your interpersonal 
skills, organizational and multi-tasking abilities and enjoy 
the activities of Peak of Christmas.

Dates
•  November 27th until December 27th, 2008
•  Shifts are 4 hours in length between 11am to 7pm

For all inquires about these events please contact:
ryan Butt
Manager of corporate relations & events
Phone: 604.582.2990 ext. 228
Email: ryanbutt@sosbc.org
Additional information also available @ www.sosbc.org
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A Heartfelt Thanks to Our Donors

now experts on the needs of foster 
children in British Columbia, but that 
wasn’t enough for these two! The 
girls set up a lemonade stand at a 
local park and raised $75.00, which 
they donated to SOS. 
 We salute these young 
philanthropists; keep up the good 
work!

MAKe A DONATION TODAY
We are excited to be launching our 
Village Give Kids a Chance to Dream 
puzzle campaign. The goal of this 
campaign is to raise over $100,000 
to help renovate the Village along 
with the beautification of the 2.5 
acres. The SOS Village is home to 
five foster families raising 23 children 
and, as with any other house, is 
in need of maintenance including: 
painting, patio renovations and a new 
sports centre along with developing 

our cultural centre to allow us to 
continue providing the high level of 
care & healing that our donors and 
supporters are proud of.
 There are four types of puzzle 
pieces that when placed together will 
allow us to build a heart to show our 
support for foster children in need. 

• A Platinum puzzle piece   
 represents a $2,500 donation 
• Gold is $1,000
• Silver is $500 
• Bronze is $100

DONATe (AND MOre) ONlINe
We have been working hard to improve 
our website with new graphics and 
redesigned pages, so if you are looking 
for information about SOS Children's 
Village BC, don't forget to check it out! 
Just in time for the holiday season, we 
are proud to announce a new online 
donation system that is easy to use, 

convenient, and completely secure. 
 What else is waiting for you there? 
Order forms for our Frog Friendly 
Coffee Fundraiser and Husky Gas 
Card Rebate Program, volunteer 
opportunities and application forms, 
and everything you need to know 
about our Treasure Cottage Thrift 
Stores and our special events! Visit 
our home page today to join our 
Facebook group or to sign up for our 
new and exciting e-newsletter for 
exclusive up-to-the minute updates 
about SOS BC. Don't miss out!
 Our “How You Can Help” page will 
provide you with a one-stop location 
to find out the many different ways 
you can help SOS BC. Visit our 
website at www.sosbc.org. or contact 
Susan Thomas or Ryan Butt at 
604.582.2990 to find out more about 
how YOU can make a difference.

True Lavender $1,000 to $4,999
David Head • Thomas McRae • The Zacks 
Family Charitable Foundation • Dagmar Cox
Helijet International Incorporated • Guildford 
Lions Club • Teldon International/Community 
Foundation • Hamber Foundation • Pacific 
National Exhibition • Kaatza Foundation • 
Fairholm & Company • Holy Trinity Cathedral 
- Anglican Church Women • Kla-how-eya 
Aboriginal Centre of SACS • Jim & Heidi 
Bromley • Worldsource Financial Management 
Inc • Hydrecs Community Growth Fund • Vern 
Haubrich • Corina Carroll • T F C Volleyball
New East Consulting Services Ltd • South Hill 
Resources • Capital Tax & Accounting Services 
• Surrey Golf Course • Stella Longstaff • 
Holland America • Newton Lions Club • Kal 
Tire Head Office • Global Collective Design 
Inc. • Darlene & David Straarup • Home Depot 
Head Office • Alfred Wirth

Sustaining Daisy $5,000 to $9,999
Sook Ching Foundation • VTech Electronics 
Canada Ltd • Estate of Esther Stemp 
• BC Hydro & Power Authority • Health 
Sciences Assn of BC • Marie Ternes • Klaus 
& Hideko Kittel • Paul & Sally Bouchard • 
Intrawest Corp

Enduring Rose $10,000 to $29,999
Surrey Foundation • Megahair Family • Stewart 
Aulinger & Company • Grouse Mountain 
Resorts • RBC Charitable Foundation • Serena 
Fashions • London Drugs Foundation • The 
Mackenzie Charitable Foundation • The Chris 
Spencer Foundation • McLean Foundation • 
Beech Developments Ltd • RE/MAX Lower 
Mainland Group Advertising Committee • 
F.K. Morrow Foundation • HSBC – Futures 
First Program • Anonymous

Benevolent BC Dogwood
$30,000 to $49,999
Diamond Foundation • CKNW Orphan’s Fund • 
Estate of Max & Lana Davolt • Loyal Protestant 
Association • Variety – the Children’s Charity • 
Canwest Global Foundation • Face the World 
Foundation • Telus 

Majestic Cedar $50,000 to $99,999
Pacific Friends of Children • Fisher Foundation 
• Edith Lando Foundation • Foresters • John 
Hardie Mitchell Family Foundation • Milan 
& Maureen Ilich Foundation • Envision 
Financial Admin. Centre • Treasure Cottage 
North Vancouver

Legacy Maple $100,000 to $999,999
Estate of Barbara  Landauer • Anonymous 
• Treasure Cottage Steveston • Treasure 
Cottage Kerrisdale • Envision Charitable 
Foundation • BC Gaming

The SOS Village Garden of Hope

Kids helping kids continued
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change her life. There was something 
wistful, desperate and endearing about 
her and I worried about her and her 
unborn baby on a continual basis. I 
was committed to doing what I could 
in order to ensure a healthy future for 
both mother and child. 
 The baby soon arrived, a beautiful 
little girl, and her journey in the outside 
world had begun. I remember walking 
into the special care nursery she was 
in, a couple of days after she was 
born. Not at all like a regular nursery. 
All the lights were off and the curtains 
closed, in order to ensure protection 
from the stimulation of light and noise. 
Everything was eerily quiet around the 
baby. As I peeked at her darling little 
face, I pondered her future. Her entry 
into this world was already fraught with 
so many difficulties. She now required 
very special care: low light intensity in 
the room, minimal handling to prevent 
stress, tremendous patience when 
feeding, and hyper-vigilance around 
her respiratory rate, stools, nutrition 
and fluid balance, and possibility 
of seizures. I cannot remember if 
methadone was given to the baby, 
to help relieve the discomfort and 
problems of the withdrawal. 
 I wish I could say that there was a 
happy ending to this story, but there 
isn’t. A couple of years later despite 
a variety of interventions, the young 
mother returned to her heroin use and 
through a series of circumstances, I had 
to apprehend her baby girl (now a busy 
toddler) and place her in foster care. 
 In the many years since that time, 
knowledge has grown leaps and 
bounds in regard to NAS babies and 
their mothers. Unfortunately, I cannot 
say that we’ve seen a reduction of 
these births in our province. So the 
need remains for qualified foster 
parents who are committed to the 
intensity of looking after these precious 
babies if they come into foster care. 
The need is also ever growing for 

effective substance abuse counseling 
and residential programs for pregnant 
women. Thanks to the generosity of our 
donors, SOS BC responds to this need 
with programs like the Bridge 19 - Youth 
in Transition that cares for teenage 
moms at risk of homelessness, and 
their newborn babies. Unhealthy cycles 
of maltreatment, abuse, and addictions 
can be seen in several generations 
within a family. The prevalent use of 
illicit substance to numb the pain is 
common. 
 SOS BC’s vision is to break the 
cycle in whatever way we can.
 Drug addiction and the related 
consequences, is the most common 
theme in many foster care cases. 
Foster parents who look after NAS 
infants are trained in the provincial 
“Safe Babies Program”. Safe Babies 
training focuses on the health issues 
for the substance exposed infant and 
the stressors for the caregiver. 
 At the SOS BC Village, there 
are two homes that care for these 
tender babies.
 Children in foster care are hidden 
treasures. They deserve and require 
many hands to encircle them as they 
walk on their healing journey. At the 
SOS BC Village, the needs of the 
children are as diverse as their own 
personalities. Two foster parents are 
currently dedicated to looking after 
babies who are or have suffered from 
withdrawal. It isn’t easy, and there is 
a hyper-vigilance of attention required 
for these very special babies. The cry 
of a baby who is in withdrawal has a 
particular sound, and it is both heart 
wrenching and stress provoking. 
However, at the Village, we are able 
to see positive growth one day at a 
time as the foundational blocks of 
security, safety and health are laid.
 Join us to create a brighter future 
for these babies

By Darlene Straarup

Addicted babies continued

 RBC staff in Surrey, White Rock 
and Delta have committed to helping 
us improve the Village for the children 
and their foster families. The SOS staff 
and the RBC staff will work together 
on September 25th ensuring that the 
yards are cleaned up for winter. The 
Village is on 2.5 acres, so there is plenty 
to do for this enthusiastic group and we 
certainly appreciate their efforts.
 We hope each of these groups were 
able to strengthen their teams, have 
some fun and, most importantly, walk 
away knowing that they had made a 
difference in their communities. We 
certainly enjoyed getting to know each 
of you. Thanks to all of you for making a 
difference at SOS Children’s Village BC.
 If you have a group of individuals 
that are interested in strengthening their 
team with team building opportunities 
while making a difference in the 
community, we would love to have a 
chat with you. Call Susan Thomas at 
604.582.2990 as there is a never-ending 
list of things to be done at the Village. 

Day of caring
continued

To make a difference is not a matter 
of accident, a matter of casual 
occurrence of the tides. People 
choose to make a difference. 

Maya Angelou
I worried about her and her unborn baby on a continual basis. 
I was committed to doing what I could in order to ensure the 

healthy future for both mother and child. 



Fostering the future with your help today 
will bring hope and stability to foster children whose lives will be forever changed. 

SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE BC DONATION FORM
You can help rebuild children’s lives . . .
whether you choose to make a donation, provide
volunteer service or create community awareness. 
You can make a difference in a child’s life.

Every donation is important to us.

Yes, I would like to help a child today: 

q$50 q$35 q$25 other $ _____________
I would like to pay by: qCheque qVISA qMasterCard 
(please fill out credit card information in next column)

Name ________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________
City __________________________________________ 
Postal Code ___________________
Phone ____________________ Fax __________________

SOS Children’s V i l lage BC Canadian Charitable Registration 
BN # 12993-5011 RR0001

For more information call us at 604-582.2990
Thank you for your generosity

MONTHLY GIVING CLUB
Yes, I would like to belong to the SOS Village rose Club 
monthly giving program. I would like to contribute:
$15 or other $ ___________ per month
starting in ________________ (specify month)

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Card holder name__________________________________ 
Card number _____________________________________
Expiry _____________________ 
Signature _______________________________________

qYES, I /we want to volunteer 

qYES, please send info about leaving a gift to SOS in my will 

qYES, I/we have included SOS in my will 

Please make cheques payable to:
 SOS Children’s Village BC
 PO Box 102, 10688 King George Hwy, 
 Surrey, BC V3T 4W4

sosnewsfall08

SOS Children’s Village BC
Providing foster children with homes 
and support, enhancing their stability

PO Box 102, 10688 King George Hwy, Surrey, BC V3T 4W4
E-mail: office@sosbc.org

SOS Children’s Village BC respects your privacy and we adhere to all legislative requirements. We do not rent, sell or 
trade our mailing lists. If you wish, at any time, to be unsubscribed from this newsletter, please contact our Privacy 
Officer at 604.582.2990 or office@sosbc.org and we will gladly accommodate your request. 

Publications Mail Agreement #40034052
Return undeliverable Canadian Addresses to:

We are updating our systems If you prefer to receive your SOS newsletter by email, please indicate on form below

qPlease send my SOS Connection by e-mail
E-mail address: ____________________________________

SOS Children’s Village BC is Happy to Announce 
Generous Grant Support from

15th Annual Parade of Trees
at Grouse Mountain

see page 4 for details

Check out our new and improved website where you will 
find everything you need to know about SOS Childrens 
Village BC.

 www.sosbc.org   

Mark your calendars!


