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“HOW DID I PULL THIS OFF? 
Kicking and screaming like I’ve 
always done”. The words of 26 
year old Nathaniel Christopher, 
who spent his childhood in five 
foster homes and despite the 
upheaval, went on to receive 
an undergraduate degree in 
Canadian studies and a post 
graduate diploma in journalism. 
His has not been an easy road, 
and is one that took a dramatic 
turn when he studied journalism 
at Langara College. Learning to 
conduct freedom of information 
searches, he uncovered his 
own file kept in government 
records—unearthing the map of 
his trauma-fraught youth.

“I WAS VERY MUCH DEFINED 
by my behaviours, no matter 
what was going on,” Nathaniel 
reflects on his file, “It was a very 
negative, very punitive assessment.” In 
particular, Nathaniel says he had no idea 
that when he was removed from what he 
considered a loving, stable foster home 
of two years that his behaviour wasn’t 
to blame. “I was twelve years old and 
very attached to the parents, they were 
very committed to me and I loved them 
and they apparently loved me. One day 
I came home from school and stuff was 
out in garbage bags and there was a taxi 
to a new home.” It wasn’t until he read his 
file that Nathaniel discovered both foster 
parents had wanted to keep him, but 
their imminent divorce meant that wasn’t 
possible. “The previous couple of weeks I 
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had been acting up and thought, okay, 
I’ve been acting up so it was my fault. I 
believed that for fifteen years and it’s really 
affected so many of my relationships and 
self esteem in a negative way.” Nathaniel 
says shifting from home to home has 
had a profound affect on him to this day. 
“From the time I left care I would always 
keep myself ready to move at any time. 
I still do that right now. It kind of left its 
mark on me, so even today I have these 
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little quirks. I keep my stuff 
ready just in case I have to 
leave tomorrow, even though 
I’ve lived in the same place for 
almost three years.”

SADLY, NATHANIEL’S experience 
is one that’s all too common, 
according to Peter Dudding, 
Executive Director of the Child 
Welfare League of Canada and a 
member of the SOS Canada Board 
of Directors. “The impermanence 
with children moving around 
from home to home and really 
belonging nowhere, creates a 
sense of not having the kind of 
stable permanent and caring 
relationships that children need 
to grow up, and it also affects 
their sense of self and their own 
identity. Having a stable home and 
loving people around us to help us 
grow up is crucial. It speaks really 

importantly to the mission of SOS, the 
mission of ensuring children in need 
can have permanent and long-term 
care, a mission shared by SOS Canada 
and SOS BC.” 
 At SOS BC, an increase in stability for 

continued on page 14

“One day I came home from school and 
stuff was out in garbage bags and there 
was a taxi to a new home.” 

What we do: We build families for children in foster care, we help them shape 
their own futures and we share in the development of their communities. 
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Welcome!
Darlene Straarup Executive Director
On the first day of spring this year, 
my mother died at the age of 94. I 
suddenly realised that it just doesn’t 
matter how old you are when you lose 
your mother. The loss of a mother 
leaves a void that always remains. I 
was fortunate to share many, many 
years with my mother. Now that she 
is gone, navigating my way is harder 
. . . there is just something about a 
mother’s presence and nearness of 
her heart. So now, more than ever, 
my thoughts ponder the realities of 
children in foster care . . . the ones who 
have lost their mothers completely, 
the ones who never know when they’ll 
see their mothers again; some of 
the mothers have died prematurely, 
or struggle with mental illness, or 
abuse drugs and alcohol in order to 
stem off tidal waves of pain in their 
own hearts. Whatever the reason, 
the end result is still the same. The 
loss of a mother affects the heart of 
a child in ways that are staggering. 
Many of these children don’t even 
have a photo of their mother, or the 
photos they have are well worn and 
not current . . . questions burn in 
their hearts . . . questions which go 
unanswered for years . . . questions 
which never get answered at all. 
These mothers cannot be replaced in 
the heavy hearts of these children . . . 

Cary Gaymond Director of Philanthropy
I’d like to start by saying a very special 
thank you to you, our loyal volunteers 
and donors for your tremendous 
support and generosity in 2007.  
There are now 18 children, aged 1 to 
18, living and sharing their lives with 
friends and family at the Village, and 
our outreach support programs are 
reaching over 120 children and their 
foster families out in the community.  
None of this would be possible without 
your support.  
 Speaking of the Village, I want 
to share some exciting fundraising 
news with you. We will be launching 
the SOS Children’s Village Give Kids 
a Chance to Dream Puzzle Campaign 
later this summer, which will focus 
on providing much needed funds to 
renovate the homes and facilities at 
the Village site.  The SOS Village has 
been operational since 2000, and 
like any property, things need to be 
maintained and updated on a regular 
basis to ensure that we continue to 
provide the highest level of care and 
safety for the 18 children and their 
families who call the Village home.  
 The SOS Parade of Trees will 
return in December to Grouse 
Mountain with a host of new and fun 
mountaintop events to celebrate the 
festive season. Watch for more news 
in our September newsletter. With all 

continued on page 13continued on page 15

I will invest in tomorrow’s children by:

• Volunteering my time

Call us for more information about how you can change a child’s future . . .

• Donating partial proceeds of sales

• Becoming a Village Partner

• Hosting a fundraiser
stay tuned for Give Kids a Chance to Dream puzzle campaign
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International Recognition for SOS’s Ground-Breaking Work in BC!

SO S - K I N D E R D O R F 
INTERNATIONAL applauds 
SOS BC’s achievements over 
the last three years that have 

resulted in a significant increase in 
the quality and capacity of programs 
for foster children in BC. Peter 
Voelker, Deputy Secretary General of 
SOS Kinderdorf in Innsbruck, Austria, 
visited SOS Children’s Village, BC, 
the only village under its banner in 
Canada. Boyd McBride, Executive 
Director of SOS Canada, along 
with Executive Director of the Child 
Welfare League and SOS Canada 
board member Peter Dudding, both 
joined him in November, surveying 
the work of SOS Children’s Village 
BC. "We sincerely appreciate the 
time taken by SOS KDI to review 
our materials, policies, procedures, 
and demonstrate an interest in 
our programs and vision for the 
future here in British Columbia,” 
says Executive Director Darlene 
Straarup.
 SOS Children’s Village was 
formed in Austria, to help children 
in need after the Second World 
War. Sixty years on, the village 
in Surrey is a testament to the 
organization’s enduring global 
ethos. In the words of founder 
Herman Gmeiner: “Nothing in 
the world is more important 
than to care for a child.” Peter 
Voelker saw that first-hand at SOS 
Children’s Village BC. “The visit was 
an excellent opportunity for me to 
learn new developments in SOS BC 
and it was very enlightening. I could 
see the great success made over the 
last two to three years, especially in 
the quality and increase of programs 
supporting children and foster 
families that now can benefit from 
the SOS experience,” says Voelker.
 Their visit included time spent 
with foster parents and staff, along 
with Executive Director Cameron 

McBeth from Kla-how-eya and Sandra 
Sotkowy from Vancouver Aboriginal 
Child and Family Services Society. 
“Those visits allowed SOS Canada 
and SOS KDI to develop another level 
of understanding in regard to First 
Nations issues which are a crucial 
factor in what we do in BC,” explains 
Straarup.

 The fundraising aspect of SOS BC 
was also of keen interest and led to 
a tour of the new bustling Treasure 
Cottage Thrift Store in North 
Vancouver. “It is great to see the 
dynamics in the SOS BC association, 
and how positively people are 
supporting the programs financially,” 
enthused Voelker.
 A dinner held in the delegation’s 
honour underscored that, when it 
rapidly turned into a fundraiser. 
Former labour firebrand Jack Monroe 

got things started by snatching the 
guest of honour’s tie and auctioning 
it off. Fittingly, Trudi Duller, Vice 
Consul of the Austrian Consulate in 
Vancouver, got tied up in the bidding 
and shelled out $360 dollars for what 
had become a very valuable neck 
adornment.
 So impressed was SOS-Kinderdorf 

International with the growth 
of SOS BC that it has invited 
Darlene Straarup and the 
Director of Village and Support 
Services, Donna Townsley, to the 
international office in Innsbruck, 
Austria. This spring the pair will 
travel to tell the SOS BC story 
and gain broad perspective of the 
scale of work done internationally, 
including a visit to the first SOS 
Children’s Village ever established. 
They’ll also spend two days in 
Luxembourg, meeting directors of 
National Family Care Associations 
from thirteen countries in Western 
Europe and North America. “It’ll 
be a time of mutual sharing in 
regard to program concepts, and 
looking strategically at work being 
done in the northern hemisphere,” 
explains Straarup.
 SOS KDI is a leader in child 
care globally, and Peter Voelker, 
as a key visionary for global 
operations, has acknowledged 
the complex and ground-breaking 
moves SOS BC is making to care 

for foster children and foster parents 
in BC. “We are relentless in our pursuit 
of excellence for these children,” says 
Straarup, “and breaking the cycle 
of neglect and abuse for the next 
generation of children is the ultimate 
goal of SOS BC.”   

“The visit was an excellent possibility for me to learn new developments in SOS BC and it was very enlightening. 
I could see the great success made over the last two to three years, especially in the quality and increase of 

programs supporting children and foster families that now can benefit from the SOS experience.”

Photos
Top Peter Voelker, Jack Monroe, Cary Gaymond
Bottom Trudi Duller, Cary Gaymond
 

stay tuned for Give Kids a Chance to Dream puzzle campaign



Canadian Legacy MAPLE
$100,000 to $999,999
Maple trees dazzle each fall, as their broad 
leaves become flags of colour and markers of 
the changing season. Proper growing conditions 
allow Maples to thrive and produce sap made 

into syrup. It is your generous donation that allows SOS Children’s Village 
BC to create the right environment for our foster children to transform 
their lives and flourish. Estate of Barbara  Landauer • Anonymous • 
Treasure Cottage Steveston • Treasure Cottage Kerrisdale • Envision 
Charitable Foundation • BC Gaming

Majestic CEDAR
$50,000 to $99,999
Stately and majestic, Cedar trees are fragrant 
and durable. They reach great heights from one 
solid trunk—bearing cones and embracing us 
in soothing shade. Your generous donation 

enables SOS Children’s Village BC to plant a firm foundation for our 
foster children while spreading the branches of hope and possibility 
skyward. Pacific Friends of Children • Fisher Foundation • Edith Lando 
Foundation • Foresters • John Hardie Mitchell Family Foundation • 
Milan & Maureen Ilich Foundation • Envision Financial Admin. Centre

Benevolent BC DOGWOOD
$30,000 to $49,999
Clusters of flower blossoms signal the Dogwood 
tree’s renewal each spring as we celebrate 
all that is possible when nature rejuvenates 
itself. In kind, your generous donation offers 

foster children a chance of renewed growth so they too can blossom 
to their full potential. Diamond Foundation • CKNW Orphan’s Fund • 
Estate of Max & Lana Davolt • Loyal Protestant Association • Variety – 
the Children’s Charity • Canwest Global Foundation • Face the World 
Foundation • Telus 

Enduring Climbing ROSE
$10,000 to $29,999
Throughout the ages Roses have 
been a symbol of love. Despite their 
thorny stems, the ultimate blossom 
triumphs and flourishes. It is with 

your generous donation that SOS Children’s Village BC is 
able to plant a rosier future for foster children who are ready 
to bloom. Surrey Foundation • Megahair Family • Stewart 
Aulinger & Company • SOCCERIO – Rio Theatre on Broadway 
• Grouse Mountain Resorts • RBC Charitable Foundation • 
Serena Fashions • London Drugs Foundation • The Mackenzie 
Charitable Foundation • The Chris Spencer Foundation • McLean 
Foundation • Beech Developments Ltd • RE/MAX Lower Mainland 
Group Advertising Committee • F.K. Morrow Foundation • HSBC 
– Futures First Program • Anonymous • Treasure Cottage North 
Vancouver

A Heartfelt Thanks to Our Donors

For a complete list of SOS Children’s Village BC donors, 
please visit our website at www.sosbc.org
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Sustaining Sunshine DAISY
$5,000 to $9,999
A lazy summer afternoon picking daisies in 
the sunshine; children laughing as they weave 
the stems into daisy chains and dream of 
what their futures might hold. Your generous 

donations to SOS Children’s Village BC are helping the hopes of foster 
children grow into a meadow of possibilities. Sook Ching Foundation 
• VTech Electronics Canada Ltd • Estate of Esther Stemp • BC Hydro & 
Power Authority • Health Sciences Assn of BC • Marie Ternes • Klaus 
& Hideko Kittel • Anonymous • Paul & Sally Bouchard • Intrawest 
Corp

True LAVENDER
$1,000 to $4,999
Delicate purple flowers known for their healing 
properties, the aroma of Lavender soothes our 
senses while its touch can comfort. It is with 
your generous donation that SOS Children’s 

Village BC is able to plant this garden of hope where the seeds for 
a kinder, gentler future for our foster children are sown. In Memory 
of Willi Ruscheinski • Kerrisdale School Annex • Parish of St. Philips 
• Nellie Nowak •  Vince & Ena Edwards • Fern Finn • Dick & Eleanor 
Hamilton • David Head • Thomas McRae • Prospera Credit Union 
Corporate Office • The Zacks Family Charitable Foundation • Gastone 
& Katharina Baldazzi • Art Dodd • Dagmar Cox • Helijet International 
Incorporated • Panacea Preventative Medicine & Research Centres • 
Guildford Lions Club • Teldon International/Community Foundation • 
Hamber Foundation • Pacific National Exhibition • Kaatza Foundation 
• Fairholm & Company • Holy Trinity Cathedral - Anglican Church 
Women • Kla-how-eya Aboriginal Centre of SACS • Jim & Heidi 
Bromley • Worldsource Financial Management Inc • Vern Haubrich • 
Corina Carroll • T F C Volleyball • New East Consulting Services Ltd 
• South Hill Resources • Capital Tax & Accounting Services • London 
Drugs • Surrey Golf Course • Stella Longstaff • Holland America

The SOS Village Garden of Hope



Moving pains . . . Growing pains
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F or most people, moving ranks 
below chewing tin foil or 
washing the cat. However, 
as growing pains become 

all too present (and a zoning by-law 
rears its ugly head), reality sets in and 
the search for a new home, or office, 
as in the case of SOS BC, had begun. 
 Faced with the challenge, Executive 
Director Darlene Strarrup led the charge. 
 “There’s always a blessing in disguise,” 
she says. “We were growing quite rapidly, and 
that’s great, but we were crammed and also running 
out of room for proper delivery of our therapy services. And 
a ‘zoning issue’ meant that staff was not able to work there 
all the time. So, we were forced to make some changes and 
discovered that there really is a silver lining in every cloud.” 
 In real estate, it’s all about location, location, location . . . 
and after an exhaustive search, the perfect location was found 
in the Aboriginal agency, Kla-how-eya on Grosvenor Road in 
Surrey. Approximately 2900 square feet with separate entrances 
became available and SOS BC was ready to renovate!
 But as any new home-owner knows, it does take some 
TLC to make the new space perfect; well . . . maybe a fair 
bit of TLC, especially when renovations are necessary. The 
office space renovations took close to three times as long as 
Darlene and her staff were hoping for. Moving your office 
seems very similar to moving your home!
 An amazing group of volunteers helped with the face lift, 
including an energetic, and enthusiastic group of young adults 
from the Streams Canada School of Ministry, who grabbed 
the paint brushes and went to work on the walls—and several 

days later when they were done, they 
even moved the office furniture from 
the Village to the new office.
 “The help from Streams Canada 
truly assisted us move into our new 
space without us having a nervous 
breakdown! Their Interns saved us 

thousands of dollars and hundreds of 
hours of additional time. The staff at SOS 

BC sincerely extends heartfelt thanks to the 
Streams team.”

 Finally, in October of 2007, the new 
offices were ready for their new tenants. Elder 

Tom Olemen proclaimed a First Nations blessing, Surrey 
Councilor Marvin Hunt cut the official ribbon, and the 

continued on page 13

“We were forced to make some changes and discovered that there really is a silver lining in every cloud.”

Councilor Marvin Hunt cuts the ribbon

Streams Team

Founders Lois, Gilles & Julie 
Bouchard help cut the SOS cake 

to celebrate new beginnings!



.
6.

Maybe one of the best Christmas gifts SOS Children’s 
Village received last winter was a full house. All five homes 
are full, and the village is now complete with 18 kids, 
along with their care givers. There’s nothing like having 
everyone home for the holidays. 
 The Christmas holidays were full of fun with so many 
kids to celebrate it with. At our Christmas celebration, the 
pleasure on each face was picturesque; the gifts superb, 
Santa was delightful, the food was delicious, and, just 
being together . . . well, it just all made us full . . . with 
gratitude. We also celebrated the roll call of birthdays for 
October, November and December. Phew!
 And the saying, “where one door closes, another one 
opens” is certainly applicable to the Village. The staff office, 
which was left vacant after the move to the new space on 
Grosvenor Road, is being converted into a warm place to 
gather for potlucks and celebrations.  It will also be a small 
arts and cultural “hub” for the Village kids and caregivers.
 This revamped space is perfect for village activities like 
the talking circle. The talking circle group meets every two 
weeks, for kids to talk about anything they want – friends, 

A Full House
feelings, and life in general. Right now, a group for 6-12 
year olds is active, and a teen group is forthcoming. 
 Our Clinical Supervisor, Mark Thomas, also meets with 
care givers in the new space. Twice a month he works 
with the caregivers as a group, so that they can better 
understand the challenging behaviours they encounter, 
along with strategies to apply to the different situations. 
The groups, for parents, and kids, go a long way to creating 
a supportive and healthy home. 
 The new space is quickly becoming a vibrant, central 
support hub, in many ways. And one of the best things is that 
the kids can’t stay away! They come to build relationships, 
play and create. Their excitement brings life and joy to the 
space which will undergo further transformation this year.
 Potlucks, barbecues and celebrations are arranged 
whenever possible.
 The village is certainly full – of creative spirit, and of 
residents.  

Ami Catriona

HSBC Donates $25,000

 Day of Caring at the Village

 In-Joy Life Wellness 
Group Present Drive
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A Better 
Cup for 
a Better 

World

NAME _____________________________________________   

ADDRESS ___________________________________________

POSTAL CODE __________   

Home Tel # ________________  Cell # ________________  

EMAIL _____________________________________________    

Credit Card # ( Visa/MC) ________________________________

Expiry Date ________

    

If paying by cheque please make payable to SOS Children’s Village BC    

DARK    1 lb. Bag ($15) ____ CASE (12 lbs) ($180) ____  TOTAL ____

MEDIUM  1 lb. Bag ($15) ____ CASE (12 lbs) ($180) ____   TOTAL ____

Shipping _____ (free in the Lower Mainland. Outside the Lower Mainland 

 Under 5 lbs.: $10 / 5 Ibs.- 12 Ibs.: $15 / 12 lbs. + over: free) 

Total Payment __________

$5 from every Ib. sold goes to supporting  

SOS Children’s Village BC

To order, mail this form to 
SOS Children’s Village BC
PO Box 102 – 10688 King George Hwy
Surrey, BC  V3T 4W4
Fax to: 604 582.2110 Or Call 604.582.2990
You can also visit www.sosbc.org and download an order form

John Rocha – The buzz on the 
newest SOS Board Member

The newest SOS Board 
Member was plucked 
from a rainy downtown 
Vancouver street corner 

by Director of Philanthropy, Cary 
Gaymond. It’s true. But John Rocha 
wasn’t lost, or asking for change. He 
was in fact, helping promote literacy 
in the Lower Mainland, and as fate 
would have it, his partner that day 
was Cary.
     The pair were participating in the 

Vancouver Sun’s Raise a Reader Day, and between selling their 
newspapers, and trying to stay dry, they started chatting. 
 At the time, John was the president of the Vancouver 
Whitecaps Soccer Club, and was already aware of SOS 
due to the affiliation with FIFA, the International Soccer 
Federation. At the time, the Whitecaps were exploring 
building some community turf field projects around the 
Lower Mainland. John and Cary decided to further explore if 
there was potential for some fields to be part of an expanded 
SOS project in Vancouver in conjunction with the inner-city 
youth sports initiative, MoreSports. 
 John, it seems, is ahead of his time. Because SOS is affiliated 
internationally with FIFA, during the 2006 World Cup, John 
suggested that SOS BC be the beneficiary of SoccerRio –an 
event where diehard football (or soccer, depending on where 
you’re from) fans come out to the Rio Theatre and other 
Commercial Drive area establishments to watch the televised 
World Cup action in the City’s heart of the frenzy.
 After John left the Whitecaps, he continued his affection 
for soccer and SOS. As the Chair of the local organizing 
committee for the FIFA Under 20 World Cup that was partially 
hosted in Burnaby in 2007, SOS became the beneficiary of 
increased awareness, both locally and internationally. 
 “I was impressed with the staff and the organization,” he 
says, “they are such warm and caring people.”
 The feeling must have been mutual. John was often invited 
to many SOS events, and not long ago was invited to be a part 
of the Board. 
 “I am very excited to be involved. I will be helping Cary 
on the marketing and development side of the organization. 
It really appeals to me that to be involved is helping locally 
and globally. I hope that my efforts help in some way.”
 With close to 14 years in Sports Marketing with Orca Bay 
and the Canucks, and now part of the Rocha and Taner Results 
Consulting firm, John is certainly the fan with experience.
 It’s thanks, in part, to a rainy Vancouver day that definitely 
had a silver lining.   

Ami Catriona
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 If you haven’t dropped by the stores recently, please do and remember to say hello to these dedicated and talented women!

Treasure Cottage

Vera Gover and Sandra Dumont are 
the Managers of the Kerrisdale store. 
Both of these hard working women 
have been there since the beginning 
and continue to do a fantastic job for 
the organization, day in, day out.
 We call Vera our “TV STAR” as she 
has been interviewed on German TV 
where she had the opportunity to share 
the SOS story. Of course, we all tried to 
watch our STAR on TV, but not one of us 
understood what she was saying . . . the 
interview was in German (Vera’s first 
language)! Vera came to Canada 18 
years ago, and could not speak a word 
of English and along with her husband 
Martin has created a successful 
business working for Quixtar. They 
have a daughter Sarah, who they are 
very proud of.
 Sandra is our local Kerrisdale 
expert, living all her life in the area. 
Sandra graduated from Magee High 
School and then went on to UBC where 
she earned a Bachelor of Arts. Sandra 
is a very busy lady and in her spare 
time enjoys hiking and dabbling in 
interior design but where she gets her 
greatest joy is from her family. She has 
three children and six grandchildren. 
WOW!

Christy Depever joined the Treasure 
Cottage team in January as the Manager 
of the Steveston store. Christy was raised 
in Richmond and earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of 
Saskatchewan. She has great experience 
working in retail and has spent many 
hours volunteering in the community. 
Christy says “I can relate to the Treasure 
Cottage volunteers and the hard work 
and pride they feel by giving back to their 
community”. Welcome Christy, we look 
forward to getting to know you better!
 North Vancouver Treasure Cottage 
opened in November and thanks to 
Hilda Stefanopoulos and Ashley 
Sugiyama the store is looking fantastic 
and continues to be busy. 
 Ashley’s claim to fame is that she 
has an identical twin sister. She loves to 
keep active, spending lots of time with 
family and friends and would like to 
work with street kids in the future.
 Hilda was born in Yorkshire, England 
and has been in Canada for the last 35 
years. She enjoys dancing, walking and 
swimming and “loves to talk” (Hilda’s 
own words). After raising her two sons, 
she has spent the last eight years working 
in consignment stores. She brings loads 
of experience and a love for people to 
the North Vancouver store.
 If you haven’t dropped by the stores 
recently, please do and remember to say 
hello to these dedicated and talented 
women!

Treasure Cottage 
North Vancouver

Treasure Cottage North Vancouver 
opened its doors on November 16, 2007. 
 The store has been a huge success 
thanks to the local communities on the 
North Shore. We served cake and coffee 
on opening day and the North Shore 
News came out and wrote a fantastic 
piece on our North Shore treasure! 
Thanks to Frog Friendly Coffee, the 
Artisan Bakery and the Sweet Art 
Bakery for helping us out on this 
important day!
 The new store is located at 121 
Lonsdale Avenue and as always, we are 
in need of volunteers along with gently 
used clothing and household items. The 
store is open Monday through Saturday 
from 10 to 6. Donations are received at 
the back of the building and if you are 
interested in volunteering please call 
Hilda at 604.924.3833.   

Getting to know our Treasure Cottage staff

Vera, Christy, Hilda, Ashley, Store Reno Team
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Volunteers Vaunted

“If you think you are too small to be effective, you have never been in bed with a mosquito.” Betty Reese

Volunteering is good for your health!

We live in such a busy world, running from 
here to there, trying to juggle so many 
responsibilities. We are all trying to live life 
to its fullest, packing in as much as we can 

in a day and yet we are told over and over by the “experts” 
that we need to take time for ourselves so that we can be 
healthy and happy human beings.
 Well, did you know that volunteering is good for you 

and will help you on the path of being a happier and 
healthier person? An Ontario study on the health benefits 
of volunteering reveals that it “not only improves self-esteem 
and combats social isolation, but also reduces the impact 
of stress on the body, lowering blood pressure and even 
bolstering the immune system” and YES it is also a benefit to 
the community and makes the world a better place.
 According to Harvard cardiologist Herbert Benson, the 
health benefits of doing good things for others are similar to 
those experienced by anyone who practices yoga, spirituality and 
meditation, namely a slowing down of heart rate and a decrease 
in blood pressure. The key may lie in the sense of calmness that 
comes from helping others, also known as the "helper's high."
 So would you like to feel the “helpers high” while making 
a difference in the lives of foster children and foster parents 
in British Columbia? Many volunteers are surprised at 
how much fun it can be to help others. Not every volunteer 
experience is the same, but by finding an opportunity that 
matches your interests, you have a good chance of having 
fun while giving time. 

What can you do at SOS to improve your health?
• Clerical work in the office
• Garden and house maintenance
• Working on the various events
• Committees – we need your creative ideas and your public 
speaking skills
• Treasure Cottage – sorting through donations or working 
with the customers
• Join the Board of Directors

Volunteering can be energizing and fun. Sometimes we 
simply need a break in our everyday lives and what better way 
than to help someone else. Sharing your skills, enthusiasm 
and talent can really make a difference! Remember . . . A little 
does go a long way! 
 So if you are looking to improve your health, contact 
Susan Thomas at 604.582.2990, extension 226 and she will 
be happy to find the right volunteer opportunity for you.   

DONATIONS
We gratefully accept your gently-used 

“treasures” including clothing & accessories
•housewares•furniture•books, CDs etc

Net proceeds go 
directly to 

supporting BC’s 
foster children and 
youth through SOS 

Children’s Village BC

Treasure Cottage Steveston
3800 Moncton Street
Richmond, BC V7E 3A7

604.274.8866
Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm

Sun 11pm – 3pm 

Thrift Stores
Treasure Cottage

Treasure Cottage Kerrisdale
2319 W 41st Avenue

Vancouver, BC V6M 2A3
604.264.0880

Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm
Only small furniture items accepted

Treasure Cottage North Vancouver
121 Lonsdale Avenue

North Vancouver, BC V7M 2E7
604.924.3833

Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm

Treasuring the Children 

It feels great 

to donate!
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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS WITH SOS
PARADE OF TREES

For its 5th year, SOS 
Children’s Village’s Parade 
of Trees was held at the top 
of Grouse Mountain, one of 
the Lower Mainland’s most 
popular holiday venues. 
   On November 29th the 
cheer was abundant as 
almost 70 decorators from 
our corporate sponsors 
transformed 30 trees from 
simple evergreens into 

festive works of art. When the last glitter ball was hung, 
and the final star lovingly placed atop the masterpiece, the 
result was a forest of pride and joy – along with many smiles 
– especially on the faces of the winning teams. Even the 
holiday season has its fair share of friendly competition. The 
best prize, however, may be the gift to visitors at the Peak of 
Grouse who were able to stroll among the trees and enjoy 
their beauty throughout the month of December.
 Decorating the Parade of Trees was only the beginning of 
the holiday celebration. 
 A brand new event – The Secrets of the Peak Scavenger 
Hunt – was perfect for active members of the family, and a 
great complement to the Parade of Trees. 
 During the 60 minute time limit, teams explored all that 
Grouse Mountain had to offer at Christmastime, learning 

about the area, and hunting for clues – and competing for 
some great prizes. 
 And what Christmas outing would be complete without 
a visit to Santa? Mr Claus was a very popular stop at the 
peak of Grouse this year, and thanks to the generous ‘elves’ at 
Grouse Mountain, funds raised from the pictures with Santa 
were passed along to SOS Children’s Village. 
 These events were so successful. Not only did they raise 
the spirit of the season, thanks to our corporate partners, 
friends and guests, they helped to generate 31 thousand 
dollars in revenue for SOS. Merry Christmas, indeed!  

Darlene Straruup with Kaytee Tuomoula who lives at the SOS Bridge 19 
project and winner of the 2007 Courage to Come Back award.

 John Rocha and Rick Tonita 
Auction Masters
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PEACE ON EARTH
Often the frantic pace of the holiday season can 
lead many of us to wish there was a way to escape. 
For the audiences who attended the Peace on Earth 
performances at the Bell Centre for the Performing 
Arts in Surrey, it was an opportunity to escape, and 
enjoy a trip around the world - performing arts style. 
 The theme this year was escape into a world of 
cultures. Under the guidance of Artistic Programmer 
Lindy Sisson, a mosaic of groups, including PANJ, 
the Vancouver Korean Dance Society, Da Boyz and 
Tap Pups, the masked Dancers of Damelahamid, the 
African sounds of Kutapira and the acoustic sounds 
of Canadian songwriters Blue Bird North dazzled 
audiences and brought the four corners of the world 
closer to home.  
 Not to be forgotten was the action behind the 
scenes. A dedicated crew worked tirelessly to make 
sure the event went off without a hitch.
 The performance wasn’t the only showcase, as 
guests were treated to First Nations and South Asian 
culinary delights, along with a chocolate and wine 
decadence; a fabulous trip lottery offering guests the 
opportunity to support SOS and possibly escape to a 
cultural experience of their own, and an art silent auction showcasing pieces from 
a variety of cultures before the show. Peace on Earth provided the perfect evening 
of cultural celebration and connection to our community.  

Presenting Partner
Envision

Performance Partners
Beech Developments
Air Canada Kids Horizons
Rocky Mountaineer Vacations
Holland America LIne
Maharajah Catering
New East Consulting Services
Kla-how-eya

Media Partners
CTV
The Leader
CBC Radio One

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE OUR 
EVENT SPONSORS

PRESENTING PARTNERS
BC Hydro Powersmart
Grouse Mountain
RE/MAX Realty

MEDIA PARTNERS
Global BC
96.9 Jack FM
North Shore News
The Vancouver Sun

LAUNCH PARTNERS
Arla Foods
Bernard Callebaut Chocolate
Mark Anthony Group
Neptune Food Services
Jazz Musician, Paul Choisil
Sonora Ranch Wines
Tre Stelle Cheese
Trimpac Meats

SCAVENGER HUNT PRIZE PARTNERS
Arts Club Theatre
Aru Spa
Cineplex Odeon
Electronic Arts
Home Depot
Keg Steakhouse
Nintendo
Pacific National Exhibition
Surrey Golf Club
Westjet

TREE PARTNERS
Capital Tax Limited
Connexus Family & Children Services
Fairholm & Company CA
Helijet
Kla-how-eya
London Drugs
Pacific National Exhibition
Pine Meadows Tree Farms
Save on Foods
South Vancouver Youth Centre
Stewart, Aulinger & Company
Teldon Marketing
TFC Volleyball
The Home Depot
Vtech
Wealth Management Solutions Inc.

CONGRATULATIONS WINNING TREE & SCAVENGER HUNT PARTICIPANTS

BEST CORPORATE BRANDING: 96.9 Jack FM and Pacific National Exhibition
MOST CREATIVE TREE: Kla-how-eya
JUDGES CHOICE: Teldon Marketing
PEOPLE’S CHOICE: Kla-how-eya and North Shore News
SCAVENGER HUNT WINNERS: See www.sosbc.org  Ami Catriona

Cultural Communication Partners
RJ1200
The Korean Times
Vancouver Korean press

Reception Partners
Sonora Ranch
Maharajah Catering
Master Potter Clay Jung-Hong Kim
Sysco Canada
Kla-how-eya

Proud Supporters
Helijet
District H5 Guilford Lions Club
Surrey Golf Club



SOS Mission Statement

Our Roots
What we are . . .
The first SOS Children’s Village was founded by Hermann 
Gmeiner in 1949 in Imst, Austria. He was committed to helping 
children in need – children who had lost their homes, their 
security and their families as a result of the Second World 
War. With the support of many donors and co-workers, our 
organization has grown to help children all over the world. 
 We take action for children as an independent non-
governmental child welfare organization. We respect 
varying religions and cultures, and we work in countries 
and communities where our mission can contribute to 
development. We work in the spirit of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and we promote 
these rights around the world. 

SOS Children’s Village BC is the only SOS Children’s Village 
in Canada.

Our Vision
What we want for BC’s children in foster care
Every child deserves to belong to a family and community 
and to grow with love, respect and security.

Every child belongs to a family and a community
Family is the heart of society. Within a family each child 
is protected and enjoys a sense of belonging. Here, 
children learn values, share responsibilities and form 
life-long relationships. A family environment gives them 
a solid foundation on which to build their lives within the 
neighbourhood and the community.

Every child grows with love
Through love and acceptance, emotional wounds are 
healed and confidence is built. Children learn to trust and 
believe in themselves and others. With this self-assurance 
each child can recognize and fulfill his or her potential.

Every child grows with respect
Each child’s voice is heard and taken seriously. Children 
participate in making decisions that affect their lives and 
are guided to take a leading role in their own development. 
The child grows with respect and dignity as a cherished 
member of his or her family and of society. 

Every child grows with security
Children are kept safe by protecting them from abuse, 
neglect and exploitation. Shelter, food, health care, 
education and nurture are the basic requirements for the 
sound development of all children.

 

Our Mission
To improve the quality of life for BC children 
and youth in need

What we do
We build families for children in foster care, we help them 
shape their own futures and we share in the development 
of their communities. 

We build families for children in need
We work for children in foster care whose biological families 
are unable to care for them. We give these children the 
opportunity to build lasting relationships within a foster 
family. 

We help them shape their own futures
We empower children to live according to their own 
culture. 

We encourage children to recognize and express their 
interests and abilities. 

We provide children the education, skills training and 
therapeutic support tailored to their needs so they 
become successful and contributing members of 
society.

We share in the development of their 
communities
We share in community life and attend to the social needs 
of society’s most vulnerable children. 

We establish facilities and programs that aim to strengthen 
foster families.

Our Values
Courage we take action
We have pioneered innovative approaches to foster care. 
We research, learn and take action for BC children in 
foster care.

Commitment we keep our promises
We are dedicated to helping generations of children have a 
better life. We do this by nurturing sustainable relationships 
with our donors, co-workers and the communities in which 
we are rooted. 
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doors were open. Had Councilor Hunt not cut the ribbon, 
the doors may have been blown open by the collective 
sigh of relief coming from the SOS staff. 
 “We have a great boardroom, ample offices and lots of 
room for visitors!” says Darlene, beaming. “We also now have 
appropriate therapy offices – each therapist has their own space, 
for art, play and neurofeedback therapy. We aren’t constricted. 
It’s nurturing for the kids, AND it’s nurturing for the staff.” 
 An added benefit to these growing pains is that the old 
office is now enjoying a new life as an arts, culture and 
recreation space for the kids at the Village. “We are so pleased 
with our new office. It will allow us the ability to expand at a 
comfortable rate, and it just feels so good being here.” 
 If you are in the neighbourhood, the new office is at
13638 Grosvenor Road, Surrey.   

Ami Catriona

Moving Pains continued

Accountability we are reliable partners
Since 1986 we have built a foundation of trust with 
donors, governments, and other partners who support 
us in our mission. In 2007 we were accredited with the 
Council on Accreditation, confirming our commitment to 
quality care and delivery of service, and accountable use 
of all funds and resources. 

What keeps us strong
These are the values on which our organization has been 
built, and they are the cornerstones of our success. These 
enduring principles guide our actions, decisions and 
relationships as we work towards fulfilling our mission.  

Top: First Nations Blessing by Tom Oleman
Right: Every Child Grows with Love…

of these exciting new fundraising initiatives scheduled for 
2008, the Food and Wine Festival will now be taking place 
next year in June of 2009. I invite you all to join us at this 
amazing night of food, wine and fundraising. Watch out for 
your invitation and more information later this year.  
 We are also looking for dedicated volunteers and 
businesses to come forward to organize fundraisers in 
support of SOS. Here’s a few ideas for events that can 
be organized: community dinners with silent auction, golf 
tournaments, walk or bowl-a-thons – just a few ideas to get 
your creative juices flowing! Remember, all funds raised go 
directly to programs that benefit the children we care for.  
 Last but certainly not least, I’d like to welcome Ryan, 
our new Manager of Corporate Relations and Events.  
Don’t hesitate to give him a call; he has a wealth of 
experience and is masterful at adding a creative twist to 
any fundraising initiative. You can reach him at our office 
on extension 228. Welcome to the team Ryan. 
 Another great year is ahead of us, and I thank you for 
caring and being part of the SOS team to Give Kids a 
Chance to Dream! 

Gaymond continued

SOS Children’s Rose

After two years, the SOS Children’s Rose is now 
ready to be shared with our local gardeners. Brad 
Jalbert from Select Roses says “based on last 
year’s experiment with the roots, it is one of the 

most beautiful roses I have seen and one of the most 
robust and easy to care for . . . a gardeners dream!”
 The SOS Rose grows with large clusters of bright 
yellow flowers accentuated with soft pink tones and 
has been described as looking like an African Sunset.  
It is a floribunda species of medium height and flowers 
abundantly throughout the summer. The flower has a 
delicate fragrance; it is truly a gorgeous rose and at this 
moment it is so exclusive that there are only 100 roses 
available this year in North America.
 We are very pleased to offer the SOS Children’s Rose 

as a fundraiser to support the foster children and foster 
families in British Columbia. The roses can be purchased 
for $50.00 each. Along with this beautiful addition to your 
garden, you will receive a $25.00 tax receipt.
 The roses can be ordered by calling our SOS office at 
604.582.2990. extension 226 or emailing susanthomas@
sosbc.org. The bushes can be picked up at the end of 
June at your local Treasure Cottage store.  
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Forging a Future continued

A REMINDER from our new Office Administrator

children in foster care, with the ultimate goal of a reduction 
in moves for the child, is of critical importance. Darlene 
Straarup, Executive Director of SOS BC, emphasizes that a 
supportive network of relevant programs builds resilience 
and creates the best possible opportunity for a healthy future. 
“To me, these kids are the most vulnerable in our society, 
and the more we can provide, the better chance they have. 
We try to do our part by providing academic assistance such 
as literacy skill development, therapy, cultural development, 
and access to arts and recreational involvement. We also 
work closely with the foster parents, not just supporting 
them emotionally, but also providing housing that enables a 
collaborative and enriched community environment.”

NATHANIEL’S ROUTE TO A more stable place meant 
living on his own at age sixteen and attending high school. 
At that time, he says a government program was in place that 
enabled him to transition out of care, live on his own and 
graduate. Though clearly a man of intelligence, his scholastic 
ability was not obvious early on and he spent grades nine and 
ten at an alternative school. “I didn’t learn anything actually. 
The school was for kids that were really badly behaved.” By the 
time he got back into mainstream education at high school, 
his grades improved and he found some unique support in 
moving on to university. “I had some good people that really 
believed in me—some good teachers. When I was a teenager, I 

We are pleased to introduce you to 
our new Office Administrator, Corina 
Odermatt. For those of you who 
have had the pleasure of speaking or 
meeting Corina, you will understand 
why we are so excited to have her as 
part of our team. Corina started with 
SOS in September and came to us with 
17 years of office experience. Corina 
says “I am thrilled to be a part of such a 
vital and life changing organization for 
Foster Children in BC.”
 Corina’s primary responsibility 
is assisting the Executive Director, 
coordinating maintenance for our 
Children’s Village, various secretarial 
tasks for staff members as well as 
keeping the office in good working 
order. Corina was instrumental in the 
move to our new office and she would 
like to remind everyone that we have a 
new post office address. 

Please note our new mailing address:
SOS Children’s Village BC
PO Box 102
10688 King George Hwy
Surrey, BC V3T 4W4

Welcome Corina and thanks 
for the reminder!  

Children’s Village BC
SOS

INVEST IN 
TOMORROW’S 
CHILDREN 
DID YOU KNOW that when  

you donate listed stocks  

and securities to a charity  

you pay NO TAX on your  

Capital Gains?

Call Cary for more 

information about 

FREE Legacy Planning 

Workshops in your area 

604 582 2990 Ext 224

604.582.2990   www.sosbc.org

After a search for a new 
Manager of Corporate 
Relations & Events, we 
are happy to announce 
that Ryan Butt has 
joined our team. Ryan 

previously worked with the Canadian 
Cancer Society where he gained 
invaluable experience in the Revenue 
Development area.

Welcome Ryan!
 Ryan says “I look forward to raising 
money in support of BC’s foster children 
so that we can expand the Village and 
the number of support programs that 
we provide. Children are our future and 
it is critical that we respond to their calls 
for our help. For more information on 
holding your own fundraiser, donating 
partial proceeds or making a corporate/
employee donation in support of SOS 
please contact me.”  
 In his spare time Ryan enjoys 
traveling the world and proudly says he 
has been to 72 countries. He also enjoys 
reading, spending time with family and 
friends and walking through Stanley 
Park. Welcome to SOS Ryan, we look 
forward to working with you. 
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used to go to this gay and lesbian drop in 
centre in Nanaimo, and some volunteers 
there were professors at the local college 
and I just sat and talked to them about 
things. They put it in my head that it was 
doable and my social worker also told 
me, we’ll pay for your post secondary 
schooling—we’ve got this program in 
place. As it happened unfortunately, the 
program was suspended as I aged out of 
the system, but I was so determined to 
get my education, I used student loans 
to get my degree.
 Nathaniel says his is probably one 
of the better stories, given the programs 
that were in place when he needed 
them. “We had a lot more opportunities 
and hope from about 1991 to 2001. 
The biggest one was a commitment on 
the government’s part to those of us 
transitioning into adulthood. Back then, 
relationships between the former youth 
in care and the social worker were kept 
intact. For instance, if I still needed to get 
my textbook or my rent money or tuition 
money, I would call my social worker 
and the social worker would say how are 
you doing? It kept that relationship alive 
that most likely wouldn’t have otherwise 
happened,” he explains.
 He does not shed a positive light on the 
situation facing youth in transition these 
days. “Now for many youth who turn 19, 
that’s it, they’re cut off, there’s nothing. 
When other kids turn 19, they still have 
some connection with their parents. In 
fact statistics are saying there is a trend 
in Canada where youth are staying with 
their parents longer and longer. I think 
the average age is now 26.”

MELANIE FILIATRAULT IS President 
of the Foster Parent’s Association for 
British Columbia and echoes Nathaniel’s 
sentiments on providing for youth in 
transition. “We don’t expect our own 
natural children to progress out of the 
home so we shouldn’t expect our foster 
children to do the same. They need to 
have supports so they have a place to 
come to,” she says. Filiatrault knows that 
first hand, she’s fostered 42 children over 

twenty years. “Many of my kids call and 
say, hey I’ve got a problem with this and 
we help them. I know phenomenal foster 
parents out there who do the same, but 
that’s not the norm,” she says.

A FIRED UP NATHANIEL is specific 
on changes that need to be implemented. 
“What youth transitioning out of care 
need are their rights respected. A right 
to support, whatever that may be—that 
parents would normally provide for. 
Post secondary education, therapy, 
career planning, basic financial support 
and youth need that through their 
transition,” he urges.
 
THAT TRANSITION SO OFTEN isn’t 
made and the consequences are dire. 
 Peter Dudding admits the problems 
are profound. “There isn’t a lot of research 
in this area, but what has been done 
shows a multitude of problems born out 
of their self image and identity that will 
manifest itself around substance abuse 
problems, anger problems, behaviour 
problems. Generally speaking they’ve 
been traumatized in many ways and 
they’re still dealing with the ill effect 
of those things, so their prospects are 
not good and they’re dependent on 
our health, social services and criminal 
justice system. These people are 
disproportionately represented in them.
 Nathaniel’s hands-on experience 
echoes that reality. Working in a 
downtown eastside church last summer, 
he saw it all. “A high percentage of the 
people that would come in were addicted 
and on the streets and had been in foster 
care or had interactions with care as 
youth. There’s definitely a link between 
that fact and poverty because kids that 
go into care are from very low income 
families, single parent families, and 
people on welfare. We need to find real 
lasting ways to address poverty before we 
can ever talk about solving the youth in 
care crisis,” The numbers backing up that 
assertion don’t lie. According to Filiatrault, 
45-65 percent of people who are on the 
street have at some time or another been 

affected by the care system—that’s a big 
percentage,” says Filiatrault.

THE REALITY IS STARK, but Nathaniel 
Christopher is using his eloquence and 
passion about his personal journey 
to clear the troubled path for others 
trudging down his route. A working 
journalist for now, he’s set his sights on a 
political career where he can put words 
into action. Alongside his ambitions, he 
struggles daily with issues born out of 
his challenging childhood. “I work on 
healing wounds every day. Some just 
don’t ever go away.” Nor will his tenacity 
to keep waging his war against his past. 
In Christopher’s words: “it was a visceral 
tooth and knife battle and it still is.”  

Pamela McCall

Forging a Future continued

Straarup continued
even the best foster mothers struggle 
to fill the void and the relationship 
they have with their foster child is 
usually a mixture of both sorrow and 
love. When you read Nathaniel’s story, 
you see the impact of repeated loss, 
and the weight of grief on the soul. 
Let the words saturate you. Think 
about the realities that are common 
to hundreds and hundreds of children 
across the province. These children 
bear heavy burdens. Since 1949, 
around 40,000 children have grown 
up in SOS Children’s Villages across 
the world. At SOS BC we see realities 
that are born of grief and loss almost 
on a daily basis. All we can do is try 
to beautify individual situations of 
loss in whatever way we can. Each 
foster child is precious and they 
deserve special efforts that can help 
them achieve their potential. Herman 
Gmeiner, the founder of SOS Children’s 
Village said it right “. . . nothing in 
the world is more important than to 
care for a child.” Thank you for caring 
about foster children and joining with 
us to strengthen and shape their 
futures. 



Fostering the future with your help today 
will bring hope and stability to foster children whose lives will be forever changed. 

SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE BC DONATION FORM
You can help rebuild children’s lives . . .
whether you choose to make a donation, provide
volunteer service or create community awareness. 
You can make a difference in a child’s life.

Every donation is important to us.

Yes, I would like to help a child today: 

q$50 q$35 q$25 other $ _____________
I would like to pay by: qCheque qVISA qMasterCard 
(please fill out credit card information in next column)

Name ________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________
City __________________________________________ 
Postal Code ___________________
Phone ____________________ Fax __________________

SOS Children’s V i l lage BC Canadian Charitable Registration 
BN # 12993-5011 RR0001

For more information call us at 604-582.2990
Thank you for your generosity

MONTHLY GIVING CLUB
Yes, I would like to belong to the SOS Village Rose Club 
monthly giving program. I would like to contribute:
$15 or other $ ___________ per month
starting in ________________ (specify month)

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Card holder name__________________________________ 
Card number _____________________________________
Expiry _____________________ 
Signature _______________________________________

qYES, I /we want to volunteer 

qYES, please send info about leaving a gift to SOS in my will 

qYES, I/we have included SOS in my will 

Please make cheques payable to:
 SOS Children’s Village BC
 PO Box 102, 10688 King George Hwy, 
 Surrey, BC V3T 4W4

sosnewsspring08

SOS Children’s Village BC
Providing foster children with homes 
and support, enhancing their stability

PO Box 102, 10688 King George Hwy, Surrey, BC V3T 4W4
E-mail: office@sosbc.org

SOS Children’s Village BC respects your privacy and we adhere to all legislative 
requirements. We do not rent, sell or trade our mailing lists. If you wish, at any time, to be 
unsubscribed from this newsletter, please contact our Privacy Officer at 604.582.2990 
or office.sos-bc@telus.net and we will gladly accommodate your request. 

Publications Mail Agreement #40034052
Return undeliverable Canadian Addresses to:

We are updating our systems If you prefer to receive your SOS newsletter by email, please indicate on form below

qPlease send my SOS Connection by e-mail
E-mail address: ____________________________________

SOS Children’s Village BC is Happy to Announce 
Generous Grant Support from

A WEB OF INTRIGUE . . . www.sosbc.org
For up-to-the minute updates on SOS Children’s Village, check 
out our website. There, you can access the newsletter, sign up 
for information updates, check out volunteer opportunities, 
learn about planned giving and even donate online. It’s a 
website that weaves you into our world at SOS Children’s 
Village, as we thread our way towards a brighter future for 
foster children.


